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LOCAL BOLF  Binh chon san golf Tét nhat Viet Nam 2009
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Chung ta hay tudng tugng san golf nhu nguti phu na
vdi nhiing dutng cong tuyét my, nhing bi mat va doi
khi ca nhiing nét quyén rd dudc t6 diém béng qué khu
bi hiém... Ban co thé phét dién vai vai co va lanh dam
hay that vong vdi nhing c6 khac. Nhung cudi clung
nguoi phu nd ban &y lam vg hay san golf ma ban yéu

thich phan anh lua chon cua riéng ban, bd qua moi tinh

san golf tot nhat ==

Khi toi dugc tap chi Golf Viet Nam mai lam thanh vién
“Cai dep khong @ tren maoi caa ban giam khao cudc Binh chon San golf Tat nhat Viet
Nam 2009, t6i rat phan chan nhung cing hai do du.
Mac du toi da tung chai 1/3 s6 san golf ¢ Viet Nam va

ngudi thiéu nd ma g trong mat
cua ke si tinh”, con san gulf tot c6 Y tudng vé chat lugng cla mot s6 san, nhung toi

nhat thl_J thUlflC vao cam tinh tgog(?lfs;r&?ég Sggﬂ Ya tdi khéng coi minh Ia chuyén gia
cua nguoi choi. , , ]

Rat may man la tiéng ndi cua toi sé dugc xem xét cung
vGi nhiing thanh vien khac cla Ban gidm khao va két
qud cing phan &@nh ca nhing y kién cla ngudi chai,
nhiing nguti tham gia binh chon bang nhigu kénh khac
nhau. Ban doc co thé nhat tri hodc khong nhat tri vdi
két qua, dieu do ctng binh thutng bdi vi su tuyét voi
clia mot san golf khong thé danh gid bang nhiing tiéu
chi do dém dugc. Trong khi nhiing tinh chat vé do kho,
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vé dep, dieu kien cla co, ky nang phuc vy
cla caddies la quan trong, su quyét dinh
lai phy thudc vao cdm quan cua moi
nguoi. Mot san golf la vien ngoc qui doi
vai ngudii nay lai cd thé la con &c mong
doi vai nguoi khac.

Nhang nhan xet chung
Vigt Nam co nhieu san golf trong s6 do
mot s san thudc hang tot nhat chau A.
Toi da ndi chuyén nhiéu vdi cac giam dac
san golf, quan ly, va nhan vién bdo
dudng... nhiing nguai lubn phai ddi dién
vai tinh trang thai tiét, vai so lugng qua
tai cla ngudi chai, clia chl dau tu -nhiing
nguoi chi quan tdm dén khia canh lgi
nhuan do san dem lai nhung lai khéng
muén dau tu vé ha tang, nhan vién, dao
tao va bao dudng.

Mot s6 san golf cd vé hai ky cuc - vi du
nhu san dugc thiet k& rat tot nhung
clubhouse lai va cung toi, hoac nha hang
rét rong va do an tét nhung caddie lai
khong dugc dao tao dung...

Dich vu kha tuong dbng & hau hét cac
san, tuy nhién mot sO it san rat tot.
Nhing séan golf tot nhat chau A la nhing
san co nhan vién dugc dao tao bai ban va
ky luéng nhu cta céc khach san lén. Dich
vu t6t 1a phai di vao tan chi tiét, toi chua
thdy nhan vién tryc phong thay do san
sang cung cap dinh dong dé giay khach bi
mat va chi cd mot san golf 1a cé nhan
vien danh giay cho toi (khi dugc toi dé
nghi). T6i thay & mot s6 san, tiéu chuén
bdo duding san golf rat tai, chang cé thu
don rdc thai, dau thudc la con & trong
budng tdm, mot s6 phong thay do mdi
xay nhung st dung vat liéu xay dung rat
binh thuong.

Toi thuc su khéng thich néu phai séng &
Ha Noi hay thanh phd HCM, bdi vi phai
mat hang tiéng dong ho trén nhiing con
duong day bui cung vdi nhiing nguai lai
taxi thiu thong thao dé co thé chai dugc
mot vong golf vao cudi tuan, va céc san
golf thi chat cuing nguai choi. Nhung néu
mot ai dé c6 thé tranh thi chai golf vao
nhiing ngay trong tuan, anh ta sé co thé
thu gidn va thudng thic nhiing vong golf
tuyét vai.

Toi nghi cd thé phan ra hai loai san golf
g Viet Nam: loai san golf gan thanh pho
phuc vu cho d6i tugng nguti dan & Ha Noi
va tp HCM va loai séan gan céc khu
resort. Trong mot vai ndm nia, véi so
lugng sén golf tang lén nhanh chong,
chac chan cac khu vuc Da Nang, Phan
Thiét, Da Lat sé trd thanh nhing diém
dén golf quan trong cho céc du khach
golf trong khu vuc va trén thé gidi.

Thach thuc va giai phap
Trong thoi gian thang 11/2009 vua qua
khi toi tham gia chuyén khao sat tai Viét
Nam, it nhat cd hai bai bdo dang trén
The New York Times va Viet Nam News
chi trich vé viéc golf lam anh hudng dén
moi truong va xa hoi. Nhiing bai bao nay
da gay nén nhiéu lo ngai doi vdi cong
nghiép golf & Viet Nam va 6 chau A.

T6i cling da tung nghe nhiing chi trich
nhu vay & cac nudc khac, vi vay Viet Nam
khong phai la nudc duy nhat trén thé gidi
doi dién vai thach thic nay. La Chi tich
clia mot t6 chic phi chinh phi mang tén
IGOLF (International Golf and Life
Foundation), toi dang hét sic cO gang
khuyén khich céc san golf co trach nhiem
vai viec gin gil méi truong va xa hoi.
Chung toi tin rang mot san golf t6t can

Paul Spencer Sochaczewski

phai vira tét d6i vai moi truong lai vira tot
cho con nguai nia.

Nhan danh la mot nguti ban cla golf &
Viet Nam, toi cd mot s6 quan sat va ggi
y nhu sau:

Van dé mang tinh chat

cam xuc hon la thuc té.

Bung, c6 mot s6 san (rat it), da lay dat
mot cach bat hgp phap va vo dao duc,
hodc s dung nhieu hod chat lam anh
hudng dén ngudn nudc, day la nhiing
hanh vi ma nén cong nghiép golf Vit
Nam khong thé bd qua hay tha tha. Tuy
nhién, moi nguti clng nén thay rang co
nhigu lgi chi trich chi chd yéu dya trén
dinh ki€n va cdm quan coi golf chi danh
cho nguai giau vi vay cho la no khéng tot.

Hay dua trén su viec.

Mot s6 lai chi trich mdi day vé san golf
da dua ra nhiing con s6 rat bubn cudi vé
s6 lugng hod chat céc san golf st dung
va tac hai cla ching dén nong nghiép.
Qua nhieu khdi cho dam Ilm nha!

Can thiét phai co mot co quan nghién cuu
doc lap dé dua ra nhiing tiéu chi can thiét
vé moi truong ma cac san golf can tuan
thi (mot s6 cac san golf da tu tién hanh
nghién ctu dd) nhu lam thé nao dé béo
vé dat, hod chat can su dung nhu thé
nao, va anh hudng cla chung doi vdi
nguon nudc va suc khoé con ngudi ra
sao, nudc dugc lay ti dau va su dung thé
nao, can bang sinh thai... (co mot vai loai
chim thi khéng khd, né mang lai niem vui
va tao anh hudng rét tot ddi vdi truyén
thong, nhung néu cd ca nhiing loai sinh
vat dac trung cho su an toan sinh thai
nhu éch, chuén chudn, budm... sé minh
chung hung hon cho stc khoé moi truting
tai san golf).

Thay ddéi cach nhin.

Thay vi c6 nhing tranh luan xung guanh
nhiing tac dong tiéu cuc vé golf, hay tap
trung vao nhiing khia canh it nguoi biét
tdi la nhiing dich vu mién phi va nhting Igi
ich ma san golf mang lai. San golf lam
giam lugng céc-bon, va nhu vay han ché
qua trinh ndng Ién cda trai dat. Chung co
tdc dung nhu nhing 1& phéi xanh loc
khong khi va nudc. Bigu nay dong vai tro
vO cung quan trong doi vdi cac thanh pha
0 nhiém, dong dan cu. Céc san golf dong
vai trd bao vé thién nhién khi ching co
thé la moi truting an toan cho hang tram
loai sinh vat tu nhién sinh song. Ching
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Mr Paul (right) at Van Tri Golf Course

Paul Spencer Sochaczewski la

mot nha bao va cing la mot nha
bao ton ngudi My dang lam viéc
tai Bangkok. Ong co nhieu bai
viét trén vé du lich, vé golf va méi
truong trén cac dn pham noi
tiéng nhu Travel & Leisure, Wall

Street Journal, International
Herald Tribune, CNN Traveller va
nhiing dn phdm khdc. Ong da
tling lam viéc cho T6 chtic bao vé
doéng vat hoang d@ WWF 14 nam
va hién la chi tich t6 chic phi
chinh phli IGOLF-International
Golf and Life Foundation
(www.golfandlife.ch).
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cung cép lao dong cho hang ngan ngudi.
Vay ma dé thudng cho cong lao cung cép
nhing dich vu mién phi dang tran trong
nay thi hién nay céc san golf dang phai
ddng thué réat caol

Va nia, hay thir xem néu khoang 80ha
dat néu khong st dung lam san golf thi
sé dung dé lam gi? Mot khu cong nghiép,
xay nha, lam dutng cao tdc, cla hang..?
C6 thé thay ro 1a vdi toc do do thi hoa
nhu hién nay, cac san golf gan céc thanh
ph6 I6n ¢ Viet Nam sé la noi duy nhat gin
gitr canh quan thién nhién con sot lai. O
cac nudc khac, cac giam doc va céc nha
quan ly san golf thuoing tu hao tuyén bd
ho 1a nhiing nha quan tri moi truong. Can
phai ph6 bién cho céc nha quan Iy san
golf Viet Nam dé ho biét vi tri cla ho
trong linh vuc nay.

Xem xeét lai uu tien ve
moi truong quadc gia.

Bo Moi truong Viet Nam can phai cu
thanh tra danh gid tac dong vé moi
truong cla tung san golf. Diéu nay réat
dang lam, tuy nhién mot s6 nguai cho la
nguodn luc clia Bo con han ché nén tot
hon 1a tap trung vao nhiing su de doa
nguy hiém haon nhu phé ring, 6 nhiém
khai bui, huy hoai mai sinh...

Day la mot mon thé thao. Higp hoi Golf
Viet Nam (VGA) can c6 nhing chuong
trinh khuyén khich tré em va thanh thiéu
nién tap chai golf. Db & Ida tudi nao, chai
golf ciing bé ich va gidp con ngudi di vao
thién nhién, hoc déi dau vdi nhiing thach
thuc tdm sinh Iy va ca nhing ky nang
song rat can thiét cho ho sau nay.

Keéu goi golfer.

Cac golfers sé cd y thic song co trach
nhiém véi mai truong, ho sé quan tam
dén céc san golf, hg choi ¢ nhing noi
dép Ung céc tieu chuan vé mai truting.
Ngoai ra ho phai hiéu vé luat golf va cach
ung x{ trén san.

Nhan biét thang lé.

Céc san golf dap ung cac tieu chuan moi
truong va x& hoi nén tham gia vao
chuong trinh IGOLF Laureate Courses,
day la noi cdp bang ching nhan céc san
golf dap ung 8 diém vé moi truting cla
IGOLF. Hien da cd hai san golf g Viet
nam dugc cong nhan bdi chuang trinh
toan cau nay la Séng Be va Thi Buc. Cac
td chuc khac trén thé gidi nhu Auduban,
R8A, va ISO cing dang dua ra nhiing
bang chung nhan tuong tu.

Cai thien.

IGOLF va cac t6 chuc vé golf khac dang
va sé td chic nhiing khod hoi thao cho
gidm dac céc san golf vé céc chl dé lam
thé nao duy tri cho co tot ma khong can
dung nhigu hod chat, bao vé ngudn nudc
va quan ly san, cong nghé mdi vé béo vé
nang lugng va tai xt ly chat thai, da dang
sinh thai... VGA can dua ra nhiing chi
dén cho tung san golf & Viet Nam.

Khuyén khich.

Can co mot co quan dd kha nang dé tu
vén cho nha nudc, bdo chi, cong dong thé
gigi (cac co quan du lich) vé nhing co
gang cla Viet Nam dé dadm béo golf la
mot dong luc tich cuc cho su phét trién
cla quadc gia.
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Vietnam's golf

While the old adage
“Excellence lies in
the eye of the
beholder” may be
true, VietnamGOLF
Panel Judge Paul
Spencer
Sochaczewski has
some very useful
tips and strategies
for golf courses to
improve their game
in Vietnam.

Imagine golf courses are like women,
full of unexpected curves and hidden
secrets and perhaps a veneer of
glamour tempered by a shady past.
You might be crazy about some, and
feel disappointed and frustrated with

others. At the end of the day, the
woman and the golf courses you love
reflect personal choices, which are
beyond logic.

When | was asked by the editors of
VietnamGOLF Magazine to be on the
2009 judging panel for selecting the
best courses in the country | was
excited and intimidated. | had played
roughly one third of the courses
previously, so | had an idea about the
quality of some of the layouts. But | do
not live in Vietnam, and | certainly
wouldn't consider myself an expert on
golf in the country.

Luckily my voice was joined by those of
several other judges, and the result of
our opinions, merged with the voting of
readers, appear elsewhere in this
edition. The reader might, or might not,
agree with the conclusions, since

ROVING

excellence in a golf course can not be
entirely determined by rational criteria.
While characteristics such as difficulty,
beauty, challenge, condition of the turf,
welcome of the staff, and skill of the
caddies are all important, the ultimate
determination is tempered by
subjective feelings. A course which is
a jewel for one golfer might be a
nightmare for another.

Some overall
observations

Vietnam has many good courses, with a
few tracks of international standard that
rank among the best in Asia. | came
away with a renewed appreciation for
the travails and challenges of golf course
directors, superintendents and
greenskeepers who are faced with
difficult climatic conditions, sometimes
an excessive number of golfers playing
the course, and over-involved owners
who might be inclined to maximize profit
by refusing to invest in infrastructure,
staff, training and maintenance.

Some courses seem a hit schizophrenic
- a well-designed course might have a
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poor clubhouse, for example, or boast a
good restaurant but lose points because
of improperly-trained caddies.

Service seems to be adequate at most
courses, and a few achieve excellence.
The best courses in Asia are the ones in
which staff are trained with the rigor of
a major hotel chain. If god is in the
details, then the details of service
matter - at no course did a changing
room attendant offer to replace missing
spikes, for example, and only one
attendant polished my shoes (after |
asked). | found that maintenance
standards were sloppy at several
courses, with uncollected rubbish, dirt,
cigarette butts in the shower, cheap
construction in a new changing room.

And | would hate to be a resident in
either Ho Chi Minh City or Hanoi and
have to drive an hour or two or three,
over ugly roads inhabited by stupid
drivers, just to play a round of golf on a
course that is over-crowded on
weekends.

If a golfer can sneak away on a weekday,
however, he can play at leisure and
enjoy a first class golfing experience.

There seems to be two species of golf
courses evolving - the city courses
which cater to residents of HCMC and
i the resort conglomerations.
w years, with the addition of
d new courses, Danang, Dalat
possibly Phan Thiet, may become
rtant golfing destinations for
ourists from the Asian region and
further afield.

External criticisms and
suggestions

During the period of my November
2009 visit to Vietnam at least two high-
profile media articles - one in The New
York Times and one in Viet Nam News -

criticized golf as being environmentally-
damaging and socially reprehensible.
These stories generated a considerable
amount of concern within the golf
industry in Vietnam and elsewhere in
Asia.

I've heard similar criticisms about golf in
other countries, so Vietnam is not alone
in facing such negative comments; the
criticism reflects a challenge faced by
the golf industry worldwide. As
chairman of the Swiss-based non-
governmental  foundation IGOLF
(International Golf and Life Foundation),
I've been trying to encourage golf
courses to be environmentally and
socially responsible. We believe that a
good golf course (and there are many)
can be good for nature, and good for
people.

Some observations, offered as a friend
of golf in Vietnam.

Recognize the problem
is more emaotional than
factual

Yes, some courses (fewer than you
might think) have illegally or immorally
taken land, or use too many chemicals
which contaminate the water supply.
The Vietnamese golf industry cannot
ignore or condone such actions, but
people should realize that such
criticisms are generally based on the
perception that golf is perceived as
being elitist, and thereby evil.

Phoenix Golf Course



The facts

Some of the recent criticisms of golf
courses have quoted laughable
“statistics” about the amount of
chemicals used and how golf courses
have a major negative impact on
agricultural production. There is smoke
without much fire.

It could be helpful to engage an
independent research agency to produce
environmental impact assessments for
various courses (some courses have
already  started  such  studies
independently) which evaluate themes
such as how the land was obtained, how
many chemicals are used and the impact
of such chemicals on the water supply
and human health; how much water is
obtained and from which sources, the
presence of biodiversity (a bird census is
easy, fun and provides significant media
appeal, while the presence of indicator
species such as frogs, dragonflies and
butterflies illustrate the environmental
health of a course).

Switch the optic

Instead of allowing the debate to focus
on the (sometimes) negative impacts of
golf, focus on the under-appreciated free
services and benefits provided by the
country's  courses. Golf courses
sequester carbon, thereby reducing
global warming. They act as green
lungs, which filter air and water - a
function which is particularly vital when
the courses are located near polluted
cities. Golf courses act as de facto
nature reserves, which harbor hundreds
of species of wildlife. They provide
employment for thousands of people.
For the reward of providing these free
services the golf courses pay
(sometimes exorbitant) taxes.

Also, consider what the roughly 80
hectares of land used by each golf
course would be if it was not a golf
course. An industrial estate? Housing?
Highway? Shops? It's conceivable that
golf courses near Vietnam's large cities
will become the only green natural areas
left.

In other countries golf course directors
and superintendents proudly say that
they are “stewards of the environment”,
protecting and enhancing nature. It
might be helpful to instill such a proud,

VOTE FOR VIETNAM'S BEST GOLF COURSE 2009

pro-active positioning among golf course
managers in Vietnam.

Reconsider the national

environmental priorities

The Vietnam Ministry of Environment
sends out inspectors to evaluate the
environmental impact of golf courses.
This is surely a good thing, but a skeptic
might argue that manpower and
resources in this ministry are limited
and that surely the government's energy
would be more productively directed
towards stopping more significant
threats to nature - deforestation,

industrial  pollution, solid waste
management, stopping trade in
endangered species, habitat

destruction, and vehicular emissions.

It's a sport

The VGA has an active and growing
program to encourage Vietnamese
children and teenagers to learn and
appreciate the game. \Whatever the age
of the golfer, everyone should recognize
that golf, a soon-to-be-Olympic sport,
gets people out into nature, challenges
their physical and mental skills, and
teaches life skills (how you react to a
bad shot, or how and when you take a
penalty drop, for example, is a small life
decision which reflects on how you deal
with life's bigger challenges).

Involve golfers

Golfers have a responsibility to ensure
their own lifestyles are environmentally
responsible. They should insist that the
golf clubs at which they play adhere to
good operating principles  (which
sometimes might mean that in the dry
season the fairway might be tinged with
brown instead of Augusta National-
emerald green). Golfers should learn
proper golf etiquette and understand the
rules.

Recognize best practice

Courses which are already
environmentally and sacially-responsible
could apply to become IGOLF Laureate
Courses, which recognizes courses
which adhere to IGOLF's 8-point
Charter. Already two Vietnam courses
have been recognized by this global
program - Song Be and Vietnam Golf,
both near Ho Chi Minh City - and we are
actively speaking with other courses.
Other international groups such as

Audubon, R8A, and ISO also offer
certification and recognition programs.

Improve

IGOLF, and other groups, could run
educational seminars for course
directors and superintendents which
cover themes such as how to have
healthy grass without many chemicals,
water conservation and management,
new technologies for saving energy and

recycling waste, and improving
biodiversity. The VGA could develop
guidelines for responsible course

management in the country.

Promote

Develop an outreach capability to advise
national decision makers, journalists and
the international community (including
the global travel industry) about
Vietnam's efforts to ensure that golf is a
positive aspect of the country's
development.

Paul Spencer Sochaczewski is a
Bangkok-based journalist and
conservationist who writes regularly
on wunusual travel, golf and
environment  for international

publications such as Travel and

Leisure, Wall Street Journal,
International Herald Tribune, CNN
Traveler and other publications. He
has worked for WWF-World Wide
Fund for Nature International for
some 14 years and is chairman of
the Swiss-based NGO IGOLF-
International  Golf and  Life
Foundation (www.golfandlife.ch ).
His latest book, The Sultan and the
Mermaid Queen (Editions Didier
Millet 2008), about unusual Asian
people and dramas (with quite a few
stories about golf and Vietnam), is
available on www.amazon.com
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