
ChÛng ta h∑y t≠Îng t≠Óng s©n golf nh≠ ng≠Íi phÙ n˜
vÌi nh˜ng Æ≠Íng cong tuy÷t m¸, nh˜ng b› mÀt vμ Æ´i
khi c∂ nh˜ng nät quy’n rÚ Æ≠Óc t´ Æi”m bªng qu∏ kh¯
b› hi”m... Bπn c„ th” ph∏t Æi™n vÌi vμi c´ vμ l∑nh Æπm
hay th†t v‰ng vÌi nh˜ng c´ kh∏c. Nh≠ng cuËi cÔng
ng≠Íi phÙ n˜ bπn l†y lμm vÓ hay s©n golf mμ bπn y™u
th›ch ph∂n ∏nh l˘a ch‰n cÒa ri™ng bπn, b· qua m‰i t›nh
to∏n logic. 

Khi t´i Æ≠Óc tπp ch› Golf Vi÷t Nam mÍi lμm thμnh vi™n
ban gi∏m kh∂o cuÈc B◊nh ch‰n S©n golf TËt nh†t Vi÷t
Nam 2009, t´i r†t ph†n ch†n nh≠ng cÚng h¨i do d˘.
MΔc dÔ t´i Æ∑ tıng ch¨i 1/3 sË s©n golf Î Vi÷t Nam vμ
c„ ˝ t≠Îng v“ ch†t l≠Óng cÒa mÈt sË s©n, nh≠ng t´i
kh´ng sËng Î Æ©y vμ t´i kh´ng coi m◊nh lμ chuy™n gia
v“ golf Î Vi÷t Nam.      

R†t may mæn lμ ti’ng n„i cÒa t´i sœ Æ≠Óc xem xät cÔng
vÌi nh˜ng thμnh vi™n kh∏c cÒa Ban gi∏m kh∂o vμ k’t
qu∂ cÚng ph∂n ∏nh c∂ nh˜ng ˝ ki’n cÒa ng≠Íi ch¨i,
nh˜ng ng≠Íi tham gia b◊nh ch‰n bªng nhi“u k™nh kh∏c
nhau. Bπn Æ‰c c„ th” nh†t tr› hoΔc kh´ng nh†t tr› vÌi
k’t qu∂, Æi“u Æ„ cÚng b◊nh th≠Íng bÎi v◊ s˘ tuy÷t vÍi
cÒa mÈt s©n golf kh´ng th” Æ∏nh gi∏ bªng nh˜ng ti™u
ch› Æo Æ’m Æ≠Óc. Trong khi nh˜ng t›nh ch†t v“ ÆÈ kh„,

{C∏i Æãp kh´ng Î tr™n m´i cÒa

ng≠Íi thi’u n˜ mμ Î trong mæt

cÒa kŒ si t◊nh}, cfln s©n golf tËt

nh†t phÙ thuÈc vμo c∂m t›nh

cÒa ng≠Íi ch¨i.

ßi t◊m 
s©n golf tËt nh†t
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vŒ Æãp, Æi“u ki÷n cÒa c·, k¸ n®ng phÙc vÙ
cÒa caddies lμ quan tr‰ng, s˘ quy’t Æfinh
lπi phÙ thuÈc vμo c∂m quan cÒa mÁi
ng≠Íi. MÈt s©n golf lμ vi™n ng‰c qu› ÆËi
vÌi ng≠Íi nμy lπi c„ th” lμ c¨n ∏c mÈng
ÆËi vÌi ng≠Íi kh∏c.         

Nh˜ng nhÀn xät chung
Vi÷t Nam c„ nhi“u s©n golf trong sË Æ„
mÈt sË s©n thuÈc hμng tËt nh†t ch©u É.
T´i Æ∑ n„i chuy÷n nhi“u vÌi c∏c gi∏m ÆËc
s©n golf, qu∂n l˝, vμ nh©n vi™n b∂o
d≠Ïng... nh˜ng ng≠Íi lu´n ph∂i ÆËi di÷n
vÌi t◊nh trπng thÍi ti’t, vÌi sË l≠Óng qu∏
t∂i cÒa ng≠Íi ch¨i, cÒa chÒ Æ«u t≠ -nh˜ng
ng≠Íi chÿ quan t©m Æ’n kh›a cπnh lÓi
nhuÀn do s©n Æem lπi nh≠ng lπi kh´ng
muËn Æ«u t≠ v“ hπ t«ng, nh©n vi™n, Æμo
tπo vμ b∂o d≠Ïng. 

MÈt sË s©n golf c„ vŒ h¨i k˙ cÙc - v› dÙ
nh≠ s©n Æ≠Óc thi’t k’ r†t tËt nh≠ng
clubhouse lπi v´ cÔng tÂi, hoΔc nhμ hμng
r†t rÈng vμ ÆÂ ®n tËt nh≠ng caddie lπi
kh´ng Æ≠Óc Æμo tπo ÆÛng...

Dfich vÙ kh∏ t≠¨ng ÆÂng Î h«u h’t c∏c
s©n, tuy nhi™n mÈt sË ›t s©n r†t tËt.
Nh˜ng s©n golf tËt nh†t ch©u É lμ nh˜ng
s©n c„ nh©n vi™n Æ≠Óc Æμo tπo bμi b∂n vμ
k¸ l≠Ïng nh≠ cÒa c∏c kh∏ch sπn lÌn. Dfich
vÙ tËt lμ ph∂i Æi vμo tÀn chi ti’t, t´i ch≠a
th†y nh©n vi™n tr˘c phflng thay ÆÂ sΩn
sμng cung c†p Æinh Æ„ng Æ’ giμy kh∏ch bfi
m†t vμ chÿ c„ mÈt s©n golf lμ c„ nh©n
vi™n Æ∏nh giμy cho t´i (khi Æ≠Óc t´i Æ“
nghfi). T´i th†y Î mÈt sË s©n, ti™u chu»n
b∂o d≠Ïng s©n golf r†t tÂi, chºng c„ thu
d‰n r∏c th∂i, Æ«u thuËc l∏ cfln Î trong
buÂng tæm, mÈt sË phflng thay ÆÂ mÌi
x©y nh≠ng sˆ dÙng vÀt li÷u x©y d˘ng r†t
b◊nh th≠Íng.    

T´i th˘c s˘ kh´ng th›ch n’u ph∂i sËng Î
Hμ NÈi hay thμnh phË HCM, bÎi v◊ ph∂i
m†t hμng ti’ng ÆÂng hÂ tr™n nh˜ng con
Æ≠Íng Æ«y bÙi cÔng vÌi nh˜ng ng≠Íi l∏i
taxi thi’u th´ng thπo Æ” c„ th” ch¨i Æ≠Óc
mÈt vflng golf vμo cuËi tu«n, vμ c∏c s©n
golf th◊ chÀt c¯ng ng≠Íi ch¨i.  Nh≠ng n’u
mÈt ai Æ„ c„ th” tranh thÒ ch¨i golf vμo
nh˜ng ngμy trong tu«n, anh ta sœ c„ th”
th≠ gi∑n vμ th≠Îng th¯c nh˜ng vflng golf
tuy÷t vÍi. 

T´i ngh‹ c„ th” ph©n ra hai loπi s©n golf
Î Vi÷t Nam: loπi s©n golf g«n thμnh phË
phÙc vÙ cho ÆËi t≠Óng ng≠Íi d©n Î Hμ NÈi
vμ tp HCM vμ loπi s©n g«n c∏c khu
resort. Trong mÈt vμi n®m n˜a, vÌi sË
l≠Óng s©n golf t®ng l™n nhanh ch„ng,
chæc chæn c∏c khu v˘c ßμ NΩng, Phan
Thi’t, ßμ Lπt sœ trÎ thμnh nh˜ng Æi”m
Æ’n golf quan tr‰ng cho c∏c du kh∏ch
golf trong khu v˘c vμ tr™n th’ giÌi. 

Th∏ch th¯c vμ gi∂i ph∏p
Trong thÍi gian th∏ng 11/2009 vıa qua
khi t´i tham gia chuy’n kh∂o s∏t tπi Vi÷t
Nam, ›t nh†t c„ hai bμi b∏o Æ®ng tr™n
The New York Times vμ Viet Nam News
chÿ tr›ch v“ vi÷c golf lμm ∂nh h≠Îng Æ’n
m´i tr≠Íng vμ x∑ hÈi. Nh˜ng bμi b∏o nμy
Æ∑ g©y n™n nhi“u lo ngπi ÆËi vÌi c´ng
nghi÷p golf Î Vi÷t Nam vμ Î ch©u É. 

T´i cÚng Æ∑ tıng nghe nh˜ng chÿ tr›ch
nh≠ vÀy Î c∏c n≠Ìc kh∏c, v◊ vÀy Vi÷t Nam
kh´ng ph∂i lμ n≠Ìc duy nh†t tr™n th’ giÌi
ÆËi di÷n vÌi th∏ch th¯c nμy. Lμ ChÒ tfich
cÒa mÈt tÊ ch¯c phi ch›nh phÒ mang t™n
IGOLF (International Golf and Life
Foundation), t´i Æang h’t s¯c cË gæng
khuy’n kh›ch c∏c s©n golf c„ tr∏ch nhi÷m
vÌi vi÷c g◊n gi˜ m´i tr≠Íng vμ x∑ hÈi.
ChÛng t´i tin rªng mÈt s©n golf tËt c«n

ph∂i vıa tËt ÆËi vÌi m´i tr≠Íng lπi vıa tËt
cho con ng≠Íi n˜a. 

Nh©n danh lμ mÈt ng≠Íi bπn cÒa golf Î
Vi÷t Nam, t´i c„ mÈt sË quan s∏t vμ gÓi
˝ nh≠ sau: 

V†n Æ“ mang t›nh ch†t
c∂m xÛc h¨n lμ th˘c t’.
ßÛng, c„ mÈt sË s©n (r†t ›t), Æ∑ l†y Æ†t
mÈt c∏ch b†t hÓp ph∏p vμ v´ Æπo Æ¯c,
hoΔc sˆ dÙng nhi“u ho∏ ch†t lμm ∂nh
h≠Îng Æ’n nguÂn n≠Ìc, Æ©y lμ nh˜ng
hμnh vi mμ n“n c´ng nghi÷p golf Vi÷t
Nam kh´ng th” b· qua hay tha th¯. Tuy
nhi™n, m‰i ng≠Íi cÚng n™n th†y rªng c„
nhi“u lÍi chÿ tr›ch chÿ chÒ y’u d˘a tr™n
Æfinh ki’n vμ c∂m quan coi golf chÿ dμnh
cho ng≠Íi giμu v◊ vÀy cho lμ n„ kh´ng tËt.   

H∑y d˘a tr™n s˘ vi÷c.
MÈt sË lÍi chÿ tr›ch mÌi Æ©y v“ s©n golf
Æ∑ Æ≠a ra nh˜ng con sË r†t buÂn c≠Íi v“
sË l≠Óng ho∏ ch†t c∏c s©n golf sˆ dÙng
vμ t∏c hπi cÒa chÛng Æ’n n´ng nghi÷p.
Qu∏ nhi“u kh„i cho Æ∏m lˆa nh·!

C«n thi’t ph∂i c„ mÈt c¨ quan nghi™n c¯u
ÆÈc lÀp Æ” Æ≠a ra nh˜ng ti™u ch› c«n thi’t
v“ m´i tr≠Íng mμ c∏c s©n golf c«n tu©n
thÒ (mÈt sË c∏c s©n golf Æ∑ t˘ ti’n hμnh
nghi™n c¯u Æ„) nh≠ lμm th’ nμo Æ” b∂o
v÷ Æ†t, ho∏ ch†t c«n sˆ dÙng nh≠ th’
nμo, vμ ∂nh h≠Îng cÒa chÛng ÆËi vÌi
nguÂn n≠Ìc vμ s¯c khoŒ con ng≠Íi ra
sao, n≠Ìc Æ≠Óc l†y tı Æ©u vμ sˆ dÙng th’
nμo, c©n bªng sinh th∏i... (c„ mÈt vμi loμi
chim th◊ kh´ng kh„, n„ mang lπi ni“m vui
vμ tπo ∂nh h≠Îng r†t tËt ÆËi vÌi truy“n
th´ng, nh≠ng n’u c„ c∂ nh˜ng loμi sinh
vÀt ÆΔc tr≠ng cho s˘ an toμn sinh th∏i
nh≠ ’ch, chuÂn chuÂn, b≠Ìm... sœ minh
ch¯ng hÔng hÂn cho s¯c khoŒ m´i tr≠Íng
tπi s©n golf). 

Thay ÆÊi c∏ch nh◊n.  
Thay v◊ c„ nh˜ng tranh luÀn xung quanh
nh˜ng t∏c ÆÈng ti™u c˘c v“ golf, h∑y tÀp
trung vμo nh˜ng kh›a cπnh ›t ng≠Íi bi’t
tÌi lμ nh˜ng dfich vÙ mi‘n ph› vμ nh˜ng lÓi
›ch mμ s©n golf mang lπi. S©n golf lμm
gi∂m l≠Óng c∏c-bon, vμ nh≠ vÀy hπn ch’
qu∏ tr◊nh n„ng l™n cÒa tr∏i Æ†t. ChÛng c„
t∏c dÙng nh≠ nh˜ng l∏ phÊi xanh l‰c
kh´ng kh› vμ n≠Ìc. ßi“u nμy Æ„ng vμi trfl
v´ cÔng quan tr‰ng ÆËi vÌi c∏c thμnh phË
´ nhi‘m, Æ´ng d©n c≠. C∏c s©n golf Æ„ng
vai trfl b∂o v÷ thi™n nhi™n khi chÛng c„
th” lμ m´i tr≠Íng an toμn cho hμng tr®m
loπi sinh vÀt t˘ nhi™n sinh sËng. ChÛng
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cung c†p lao ÆÈng cho hμng ngμn ng≠Íi.
VÀy mμ Æ” th≠Îng cho c´ng lao cung c†p
nh˜ng dfich vÙ mi‘n ph› Æ∏ng tr©n tr‰ng
nμy th◊ hi÷n nay c∏c s©n golf Æang ph∂i
Æ„ng thu’ r†t cao! 

Vμ n˜a, h∑y thˆ xem n’u kho∂ng 80ha
Æ†t n’u kh´ng sˆ dÙng lμm s©n golf th◊
sœ dÔng Æ” lμm g◊? MÈt khu c´ng nghi÷p,
x©y nhμ, lμm Æ≠Íng cao tËc, cˆa hμng..?
C„ th” th†y r‚ lμ vÌi tËc ÆÈ Æ´ thfi ho∏
nh≠ hi÷n nay, c∏c s©n golf g«n c∏c thμnh
phË lÌn Î Vi÷t Nam sœ lμ n¨i duy nh†t g◊n
gi˜ c∂nh quan thi™n nhi™n cfln s„t lπi. ô
c∏c n≠Ìc kh∏c, c∏c gi∏m ÆËc vμ c∏c nhμ
qu∂n l˝ s©n golf th≠Íng t˘ hμo tuy™n bË
h‰ lμ nh˜ng nhμ qu∂n trfi m´i tr≠Íng. C«n
ph∂i phÊ bi’n cho c∏c nhμ qu∂n l˝ s©n
golf Vi÷t Nam Æ” h‰ bi’t vfi tr› cÒa h‰
trong l‹nh v˘c nμy.   

Xem xät lπi ≠u ti™n v“
m´i tr≠Íng quËc gia. 
BÈ M´i tr≠Íng Vi÷t Nam c«n ph∂i cˆ
thanh tra Æ∏nh gi∏ t∏c ÆÈng v“ m´i
tr≠Íng cÒa tıng s©n golf. ßi“u nμy r†t
Æ∏ng lμm, tuy nhi™n mÈt sË ng≠Íi cho lμ
nguÂn l˘c cÒa BÈ cfln hπn ch’ n™n tËt
h¨n lμ tÀp trung vμo nh˜ng s˘ Æe doπ
nguy hi”m h¨n nh≠ ph∏ rıng, ´ nhi‘m
kh„i bÙi, hu˚ hoπi m´i sinh...

ß©y lμ mÈt m´n th” thao. Hi÷p hÈi Golf
Vi÷t Nam (VGA) c«n c„ nh˜ng ch≠¨ng
tr◊nh khuy’n kh›ch trŒ em vμ thanh thi’u
ni™n tÀp ch¨i golf. DÔ Î l¯a tuÊi nμo, ch¨i
golf cÚng bÊ ›ch vμ giÛp con ng≠Íi Æi vμo
thi™n nhi™n, h‰c ÆËi Æ«u vÌi nh˜ng th∏ch
th¯c t©m sinh l˝ vμ c∂ nh˜ng k¸ n®ng
sËng r†t c«n thi’t cho h‰ sau nμy. 

K™u g‰i golfer. 
C∏c golfers sœ c„ ˝ th¯c sËng c„ tr∏ch
nhi÷m vÌi m´i tr≠Íng, h‰ sœ quan t©m
Æ’n c∏c s©n golf, h‰ ch¨i Î nh˜ng  n¨i
Æ∏p ¯ng c∏c ti™u chu»n v“ m´i tr≠Íng.
Ngoμi ra h‰ ph∂i hi”u v“ luÀt golf vμ c∏ch
¯ng xˆ tr™n s©n.  

NhÀn bi’t th´ng l÷. 
C∏c s©n golf Æ∏p ¯ng c∏c ti™u chu»n m´i
tr≠Íng vμ x∑ hÈi n™n tham gia vμo
ch≠¨ng tr◊nh IGOLF Laureate Courses,
Æ©y lμ n¨i c†p bªng ch¯ng nhÀn c∏c s©n
golf Æ∏p ¯ng 8 Æi”m v“ m´i tr≠Íng cÒa
IGOLF. Hi÷n Æ∑ c„ hai s©n golf Î Vi÷t
nam Æ≠Óc c´ng nhÀn bÎi ch≠¨ng tr◊nh
toμn c«u nμy lμ S´ng Bä vμ ThÒ ß¯c. C∏c
tÊ ch¯c kh∏c tr™n th’ giÌi nh≠ Audubon,
R&A, vμ ISO cÚng Æang Æ≠a ra nh˜ng
bªng ch¯ng nhÀn t≠¨ng t˘. 

C∂i thi÷n. 
IGOLF vμ c∏c tÊ ch¯c v“ golf kh∏c Æang
vμ sœ tÊ ch¯c nh˜ng kho∏ hÈi th∂o cho
gi∏m ÆËc c∏c s©n golf v“ c∏c chÒ Æ“ lμm
th’ nμo duy tr◊ cho c· tËt mμ kh´ng c«n
dÔng nhi“u ho∏ ch†t, b∂o v÷ nguÂn n≠Ìc
vμ qu∂n l˝ s©n, c´ng ngh÷ mÌi v“ b∂o v÷
n®ng l≠Óng vμ t∏i xˆ l˝ ch†t th∂i, Æa dπng
sinh th∏i... VGA c«n Æ≠a ra nh˜ng chÿ
d…n cho tıng s©n golf Î Vi÷t Nam. 

Khuy’n kh›ch. 
C«n c„ mÈt c¨ quan ÆÒ kh∂ n®ng Æ” t≠
v†n cho nhμ n≠Ìc, b∏o ch›, cÈng ÆÂng th’
giÌi (c∏c c¨ quan du lfich) v“ nh˜ng cË
gæng cÒa Vi÷t Nam Æ” Æ∂m b∂o golf lμ
mÈt ÆÈng l˘c t›ch c˘c cho s˘ ph∏t tri”n
cÒa quËc gia.

Paul Spencer Sochaczewski lμ
mÈt nhμ b∏o vμ cÚng lμ mÈt nhμ
b∂o tÂn ng≠Íi M¸ Æang lμm vi÷c
tπi Bangkok. §ng c„ nhi“u bμi
vi’t tr™n v“ du lfich, v“ golf vμ m´i
tr≠Íng tr™n c∏c †n ph»m nÊi
ti’ng nh≠ Travel & Leisure, Wall
Street Journal, International
Herald Tribune, CNN Traveller vμ
nh˜ng †n ph»m kh∏c. §ng Æ∑
tıng lμm vi÷c cho TÊ ch¯c b∂o v÷
ÆÈng vÀt hoang d∑ WWF 14 n®m
vμ hi÷n lμ chÒ tfich tÊ ch¯c phi
ch›nh phÒ IGOLF-International
Golf and Life Foundation
(www.golfandlife.ch). 
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IMPROVING
V i e t n a m ' s  g o l f

While the old adage

{Excellence lies in

the eye of the

beholder} may be

true, VietnamGOLF

Panel Judge Paul

Spencer

Sochaczewski has

some very useful

tips and strategies

for golf courses to

improve their game

in Vietnam. 

Imagine golf courses are like women,
full of unexpected curves and hidden
secrets and perhaps a veneer of
glamour tempered by a shady past.
You might be crazy about some, and
feel disappointed and frustrated with
others.  At the end of the day, the
woman and the golf courses you love
reflect personal choices, which are
beyond logic.

When I was asked by the editors of
VietnamGOLF Magazine to be on the
2009 judging panel for selecting the
best courses in the country I was
excited and intimidated.  I had played
roughly one third of the courses
previously, so I had an idea about the
quality of some of the layouts.  But I do
not live in Vietnam, and I certainly
wouldn't consider myself an expert on
golf in the country.

Luckily my voice was joined by those of
several other judges, and the result of
our opinions, merged with the voting of
readers, appear elsewhere in this
edition. The reader might, or might not,
agree with the conclusions, since

excellence in a golf course can not be
entirely determined by rational criteria.
While characteristics such as difficulty,
beauty, challenge, condition of the turf,
welcome of the staff, and skill of the
caddies are all important, the ultimate
determination is tempered by
subjective feelings.  A course which is
a jewel for one golfer might be a
nightmare for another.  

Some overall
observations
Vietnam has many good courses, with a
few tracks of international standard that
rank among the best in Asia. I came
away with a renewed appreciation for
the travails and challenges of golf course
directors, superintendents and
greenskeepers who are faced with
difficult climatic conditions, sometimes
an excessive number of golfers playing
the course, and over-involved owners
who might be inclined to maximize profit
by refusing to invest in infrastructure,
staff, training and maintenance.

Some courses seem a bit schizophrenic
- a well-designed course might have a
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poor clubhouse, for example, or boast a
good restaurant but lose points because
of improperly-trained caddies. 

Service seems to be adequate at most
courses, and a few achieve excellence.
The best courses in Asia are the ones in
which staff are trained with the rigor of
a major hotel chain.  If god is in the
details, then the details of service
matter - at no course did a changing
room attendant offer to replace missing
spikes, for example, and only one
attendant polished my shoes (after I
asked).  I found that maintenance
standards were sloppy at several
courses, with uncollected rubbish, dirt,
cigarette butts in the shower, cheap
construction in a new changing room.

And I would hate to be a resident in
either Ho Chi Minh City or Hanoi and
have to drive an hour or two or three,
over ugly roads inhabited by stupid
drivers, just to play a round of golf on a
course that is over-crowded on
weekends.

If a golfer can sneak away on a weekday,
however, he can play at leisure and
enjoy a first class golfing experience.

There seems to be two species of golf
courses evolving - the city courses
which cater to residents of HCMC and
Hanoi, and the resort conglomerations.
Within a few years, with the addition of
expected new courses, Danang, Dalat
and, possibly Phan Thiet, may become
important golfing destinations for
tourists from the Asian region and
further afield.

External criticisms and
suggestions
During the period of my November
2009 visit to Vietnam at least two high-
profile media articles - one in The New
York Times and one in Viet Nam News -

criticized golf as being environmentally-
damaging and socially reprehensible.
These stories generated a considerable
amount of concern within the golf
industry in Vietnam and elsewhere in
Asia.

I've heard similar criticisms about golf in
other countries, so Vietnam is not alone
in facing such negative comments; the
criticism reflects a challenge faced by
the golf industry worldwide. As
chairman of the Swiss-based non-
governmental foundation IGOLF
(International Golf and Life Foundation),
I've been trying to encourage golf
courses to be environmentally and
socially responsible.  We believe that a
good golf course (and there are many)
can be good for nature, and good for
people.

Some observations, offered as a friend
of golf in Vietnam.

Recognize the problem
is more emotional than
factual
Yes, some courses (fewer than you
might think) have illegally or immorally
taken land, or use too many chemicals
which contaminate the water supply.
The Vietnamese golf industry cannot
ignore or condone such actions, but
people should realize that such
criticisms are generally based on the
perception that golf is perceived as
being elitist, and thereby evil. 
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The facts
Some of the recent criticisms of golf
courses have quoted laughable
{statistics} about the amount of
chemicals used and how golf courses
have a major negative impact on
agricultural production.  There is smoke
without much fire.

It could be helpful to engage an
independent research agency to produce
environmental impact assessments for
various courses (some courses have
already started such studies
independently) which evaluate themes
such as how the land was obtained, how
many chemicals are used and the impact
of such chemicals on the water supply
and human health; how much water is
obtained and from which sources, the
presence of biodiversity (a bird census is
easy, fun and provides significant media
appeal, while the presence of indicator
species such as frogs, dragonflies and
butterflies illustrate the environmental
health of a course).

Switch the optic
Instead of allowing the debate to focus
on the (sometimes) negative impacts of
golf, focus on the under-appreciated free
services and benefits provided by the
country's courses.  Golf courses
sequester carbon, thereby reducing
global warming.  They act as green
lungs, which filter air and water - a
function which is particularly vital when
the courses are located near polluted
cities. Golf courses act as de facto
nature reserves, which harbor hundreds
of species of wildlife. They provide
employment for thousands of people.
For the reward of providing these free
services the golf courses pay
(sometimes exorbitant) taxes.  

Also, consider what the roughly 80
hectares of land used by each golf
course would be if it was not a golf
course.  An industrial estate?  Housing?
Highway? Shops? It's conceivable that
golf courses near Vietnam's large cities
will become the only green natural areas
left.

In other countries golf course directors
and superintendents proudly say that
they are {stewards of the environment},
protecting and enhancing nature.  It
might be helpful to instill such a proud,

pro-active positioning among golf course
managers in Vietnam.

Reconsider the national
environmental priorities
The Vietnam Ministry of Environment
sends out inspectors to evaluate the
environmental impact of golf courses.
This is surely a good thing, but a skeptic
might argue that manpower and
resources in this ministry are limited
and that surely the government's energy
would be more productively directed
towards stopping more significant
threats to nature - deforestation,
industrial pollution, solid waste
management, stopping trade in
endangered species, habitat
destruction, and vehicular emissions.

It's a sport
The VGA has an active and growing
program to encourage Vietnamese
children and teenagers to learn and
appreciate the game.  Whatever the age
of the golfer, everyone should recognize
that golf, a soon-to-be-Olympic sport,
gets people out into nature, challenges
their physical and mental skills, and
teaches life skills (how you react to a
bad shot, or how and when you take a
penalty drop, for example, is a small life
decision which reflects on how you deal
with life's bigger challenges).     

Involve golfers
Golfers have a responsibility to ensure
their own lifestyles are environmentally
responsible.  They should insist that the
golf clubs at which they play adhere to
good operating principles (which
sometimes might mean that in the dry
season the fairway might be tinged with
brown instead of Augusta National-
emerald green). Golfers should learn
proper golf etiquette and understand the
rules.

Recognize best practice
Courses which are already
environmentally and socially-responsible
could apply to become IGOLF Laureate
Courses, which recognizes courses
which adhere to IGOLF's 8-point
Charter.  Already two Vietnam courses
have been recognized by this global
program - Song Be and Vietnam Golf,
both near Ho Chi Minh City - and we are
actively speaking with other courses.
Other international groups such as

Audubon, R&A, and ISO also offer
certification and recognition programs.

Improve
IGOLF, and other groups, could run
educational seminars for course
directors and superintendents which
cover themes such as how to have
healthy grass without many chemicals,
water conservation and management,
new technologies for saving energy and
recycling waste, and improving
biodiversity.  The VGA could develop
guidelines for responsible course
management in the country.

Promote
Develop an outreach capability to advise
national decision makers, journalists and
the international community (including
the global travel industry) about
Vietnam's efforts to ensure that golf is a
positive aspect of the country's
development.

Paul Spencer Sochaczewski is a
Bangkok-based journalist and
conservationist who writes regularly
on unusual travel, golf and
environment for international
publications such as Travel and
Leisure, Wall Street Journal,
International Herald Tribune, CNN
Traveler and other publications. He
has worked for WWF-World Wide
Fund for Nature International for
some 14 years and is chairman of
the Swiss-based NGO IGOLF-
International Golf and Life
Foundation (www.golfandlife.ch ).
His latest book, The Sultan and the
Mermaid Queen (Editions Didier
Millet 2008), about unusual Asian
people and dramas (with quite a few
stories about golf and Vietnam), is
available on www.amazon.com 
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