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h. an afternoon of golf, a chance to think about nothing

but the eternal mysteries - the birds, the bees and

why you slice your three wood off into the next postal

code. It would appear that no major sport is closer to nature
than golf.

Those innocent days are ending, some pundits predict. Look
around and you'll see that golf is embroiled in countless
environmental conflicts.

Legendary American sports writer, Grantland Rice, observed,
“golf is 20 percent mechanics and technique. The other 80
percent is philosophy, humor, tragedy, romance, melodrama,
companionship, cussedness and conversation.” Well, to that
list you might add “environmental and social complications.”

Here are examples of golf/environmental interfaces which
illustrate that golf course architects and managers in the new
century will be forced to deal more coherently with the sport’s
relationship to nature.

Dangerous chemicals - be careful what you lick

Golf course managers use agricultural chemicals to ensure
the smooth, green carpet-like fairways and greens that golfers
prefer. In general, golf courses use far less chemicals than
similar areas of agricultural land. While many people are
probably more at risk when they use chemicals in their home
gardens than they are of having an acute toxic reaction on the
golf course, that stuff they spray to provide you with a beautiful
putting surface isn’t particularly good for you.

* United States Navy Lieutenant George Prior, 30,
died after coming down with nausea and headaches after
playing several rounds at the Army Navy Country Club
course in Arlington, Virginia. The Navy forensic
pathologist ruled that the cause of death was a severe
allergic reaction to Daconil, a fungicide used on many
golf courses. The pathologist speculated that Lt. Prior
might have licked one of his golf balls laced with Daconil
to clean it.

* Conor Burke, an Irish doctor, treated a man with
an inexplicable case of hepatitis. The cause. the ill golfer
licked his golf ball, ingesting an herbicide that is described
as a "cousin of agent orange”

Nature destruction

Conservationists will give you numerous examples of how
rural forests and mangroves are considered wastelands by city-
based land developers and businesspeople. Their belief is that
wilderness areas will be more productive, useful, and of course
profitable, when converted into “useful” creations such as golf
courses.

L g Worldwide, pristine nature is destroyed to make
way for golf. Construction of a Malaysian golf course, for
example, damaged coral reefs and mangrove forests.
Taiwan and Thailand have allowed parts of rainforest-rich
national parks to become golf courses. Even if rich
habitats are not destroyed directly, the impact of sediment
resulting from construction, road construction and other
damage can severely damage natural habitats.

Overuse of water

Many critics argue that water-guzzling, emerald green golf
courses are an obscene anomaly in water-scarce parts of the
world, such as North Africa, the Middle East and southern
Spain.

* In the desert city of Phoenix, for example,
anticipated water shortages forced the government to
spend $4 billion on an aqueduct, yet sprinklers operate
almost continually on the city's 70 public golf courses.

Elitism and globalization

In many parts of the world golf is seen as an affront to social
egalitarianism.

L A group calling itself the Anarchist Golfing
Association has claimed responsibility for sabotaging
experimental grasses at a research company in Oregon
that was developing a grass used on putting greens —
creeping bentgrass — that has been genetically modified
to resist the herbicide Glufosinate. The group was not
against the new grass variety as much as it was against
the idea that golf is perceived as an elitist activity. “The
biotech industry usually hides behind the racist aura of
‘feeding the Third World,” but as you can see, it is quite









